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ENSafrica TMT ENSight 
  

Welcome to the eighth issue of ENSafrica's TMT ENSight, focusing on topics, news, and 
analysis of novel and interesting developments in the technology, media, and 
telecommunications space. In this edition: 

• Our featured article looks at the rapid growth of the Metaverse and what 
corporates can do to take advantage of the new opportunities that come along with 
it. 

• Back to basics, we look at the termination assistance clause and why you should 
have it in all your contractual agreements.  

• Telecommunications, a roundup of recent developments in the telecoms sector. 
• In the news, a curation of topical events in the technology and telecommunications 

industry. 

  

  

featured article   
  

• Getting immersed in the Metaverse   
o Priyanka Naidoo and Ridwaan Boda look at the rapid growth of the 

Metaverse and what corporates can do to take advantage of the new 
opportunities that come along with it. 

o Read the article here.  

     

  

back to basics   
  

• Termination assistance   
o Kayla Ferreira and Ridwaan Boda look at the termination assistance clause 

and why you should have it in all your contractual agreements. 
o Read the article here.  

     

  

telecommunications   
  

• GG46521: Notice of public hearings on the Draft Regulations regarding Advertising, 
Infomercials and Programme Sponsorship 2022  

o On 10 June 2022, the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa 
(“ICASA”) announced that it would be holding public hearings on 11 July 
2022, in relation to the Draft Regulations on Advertising, Infomercials and 
Programme Sponsorship 2022.  
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o The Draft Regulations were published on 8 April 2022 in Government Gazette 
No. 46211.  

o ICASA received five written submissions from:  
▪ the South African Broadcasting Corporation;  
▪ MultiChoice;  
▪ eMedia;  
▪ African Media Entertainment Limited; and  
▪ the National Association of Broadcasters. 

o The public hearings will be held virtually and interested members of the 
public may request the link to the hearings from CNkosi@icasa.org.za. 

• GG46619: Broadcasting Digital Migration Policy (as amended) guidelines: 
procedure to follow to obtain permission to use the Go Digital trade mark 

o On 29 June 2022, the Department of Telecommunications and Postal 
Services published the guidelines setting out the procedure to be followed by 
manufacturers to obtain permission to use the Go Digital trade mark for 
integrated digital television (“IDTV”) and set top box (“STB”).  

o The purpose of the guidelines is:  
▪ to protect South African consumers against sub-standard and non-

functional STBs and IDTVs;  
▪ to ensure role players are aware of their conformance and regulatory 

obligations; and  
▪ to assist South Africans to identify a receiving device that is safe to 

use and is compliant with SA digital networks.  
o The South African Bureau of Standards (“SABS”) has developed and 

published a number of South African National Standards (SANS) which set 
out the minimum compliance requirements for STBs and IDTVs.  

o These SABS standards are not included in ICASA’s list of regulated standards 
and are voluntary by default.  

o However, it is highly recommended that manufacturers of STBs and IDTVs 
adhere to the basic provisions of the SABS standards.  

o In order to comply with ICASA requirements, STBs and IDTVs must conform 
to type approval requirements. 

o The STBs and IDTVs will undergo a testing process by Sentech who will test 
the tuning capability of the STB and IDTV and the ability to receive digital 
signals in a South African network, as well as the navigations and user 
interface of the STB and IDTV.  

o Sentech will issue a network field compliance report for successful samples 
and Go Digital sticker to indicate that the STB and IDTV complies with the 
standard and regulatory obligations.  

• GG46629: Invitation to pre-register for community television broadcasting service 
and radio frequency spectrum licences for multiplex 1 frequencies 

o On 30 June 2022, ICASA announced an invitation for applicants to pre-
register for community television broadcasting service (“CTBS”) and radio 
frequency spectrum (“RFS”) licences for multiplex 1 frequencies. 

o The licensing process will be undertaken in two phases:  
▪ phase 1: ICASA will consider the received applications for pre-

registration of CTBS and RFS licences for digital terrestrial 
television(“DTT”) multiplex 1 frequencies; 
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▪ phase 2: ICASA will undergo a comparative tender process that will be 
in line with the criteria set out in Schedule B of the invitation to pre-
register for the registration of the CTBS and RFS licences.  

o An applicant that meets all the requirements and scores the highest in terms 
of functionality in phase 2 will be awarded the CTBS and RFS licences.  

o This licensing process will result in the issuing of 15% maximum capacity on 
the DTT multiplex 1 per province as indicated in the table below. 

o  
o The pre-registration notices must be made in writing in the format set out in 

the invitation to pre-register.  
o An applicant will be required to pay the non-refundable application fee of 

ZAR4 165.  
o The payment must be made by EFT or a direct deposit into the following 

bank account of ICASA: 
▪ Bank: Nedbank Limited 
▪ Branch: Nedbank Corporate Investment Banking 
▪ Branch Code: 198765 
▪ Account No: 1080249044 
▪ Swift Code: NEDSZAJJ 
▪ Reference: Name of the proposed service or registrant. 

o Applicants are required to submit either one soft copy of their pre-
registration notice via email in Word or Pdf format, or two hard copies 
(including an original) of the pre-registration notice as well as a soft copy of 
the pre-registration notice on a USB or a disc. 

o Each hard copy of the application must be permanently bound using either 
heat or spiral binding. 

o Pre-registration notices must be addressed for the attention of the Executive: 
Licensing and Compliance. The pre-registration notices can be emailed at itp-
r-tv@icasa.org.za or hand-delivered at Block B, Eco Point Office Park, 350 
Witch-Hazel Avenue, Eco Park, Centurion, Pretoria. 

o All pre-registration notices must be received by ICASA by 16:30 PM on 12 
January 2023. 
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in the news   
  

• City of Johannesburg invests in technology for better service delivery 
o On 5 July 2022, the City of Johannesburg announced that it would be 

spending ZAR21.5-million on the development and implementation of an e-
health system for the municipality.  

o The e-health system will be used to digitise and centralise health records, 
and improve service delivery in primary healthcare.  

o The implementation of the e-health system is part of a number of projects 
that the city intends to deploy towards the city’s plans to create a smart city.  

o The city has also indicated that ZAR35.1-million of the city’s budget has been 
allocated for free WiFi infrastructure at the city’s libraries, which will create a 
further 500 WiFi hotspots in the city available to the public. 

o More on the City of Johannesburg’s technology projects can be read here. 
• New security tool for iPhone, iPad and Mac devices 

o On 6 July 2022, Apple Inc. announced that it will be introducing a new 
security tool for iPhone, iPad, and Mac devices that is designed to prevent 
targeted cyberattacks on high-profile users such as activists, journalists, and 
government officials.  

o This feature will be referred to as “lockdown mode” and will be for optional 
use for high-profile users.  

o Lockdown mode will offer security protection by reducing the number of 
physical and digital ways for an attacker to hack a user’s device.  

o Lockdown mode will affect the Messages app, FaceTime, Apple online 
services, configuration profiles, the Safari web browser, and wired 
connections.  

o Apple plans to release lockdown mode as part of the upcoming iOS 16, 
iPadOS 16, and macOS Ventura operating system updates in the next few 
months.  

o More on the lockdown mode feature can be read here. 
• Facebook trials NFTs as posts 

o Facebook has started trialling NFTs as posts on its platform in a bid to expand 
its efforts in the metaverse.  

o Users will be able to post digital collectibles held on the Ethereum, Polygon, 
and Flow blockchains.  

o The post will include a photo of the NFT with a “digital collectible” label 
attached to the post.  

o However, the post will not include a direct link to the platform where the 
NFT is available for purchase.  

o This is not Facebook’s first project that incorporates block-chain technology. 
It previously trialled crypto payments through the Facebook-backed Diem 
cryptocurrency.  

o More on Facebook and NFTs can be found here. 

           

The protection of your personal information is important to us 
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ENSafrica takes your privacy and the protection of your personal information very seriously 
and is committed to doing the right thing as underpinned by our privacy policy and values.  
  
It is our understanding that you are receiving this communication because you are an 
esteemed client of our firm or have historically elected to opt-in to receive communications 
from us. If you no longer wish to receive communications from us, please click here to 
unsubscribe so we can ensure your details are removed from all our communication lists. 
Should you change your mind, you can subscribe to specific areas of interest using the 
following link http://www.ensafrica.com/contact-us. 
 

We appreciate your ongoing support and interest. 
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