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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Tax ENSafrica: Africa Tax in Brief Published on 17 November 
2020.

For more detail on the latest tax developments across Africa, please 
refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight. 

Multiple African jurisdictions

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Executive Decree No. 256/20 (List of 
Goods and Services subject to Fixed Prices 
and Supervised Prices) of 30 October 2020

Effective from 30 October 
2020. 

The Executive Decree:
• repeals Executive Decree No. 62/16 of 15 February 2016; and
• approves the list of goods and services falling within the fixed and 

monitored price regime, including COVID-19 tests.

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Presidential Decree No. 298/20 (Measures 
to Prevent and Control the spread of the 
SARS-CoV-2 Virus and COVID-19) of 20 
November 2020

Effective from 23 November 
2020 to 22 December 2020, 
subject to amendments.

The Presidential Decree:
• repeals Presidential Decree No. 276/20 (Measures to Prevent and 

Control the Spread of SARS-COV-2 Virus and COVID-19) of 23 
October 2020, which updated the previous measures to prevent and 
control the spread of the SARS-COV-2 virus and COVID-19, and other 
legislation contrary to the provisions of this Presidential Decree;

• updates the measures to prevent and control the spread of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus and COVID-19, as well as rules for the operation of 
public and private services for the duration of the Situation of Public 
Calamity;

• maintains the sanitary fence in the Province of Luanda; and
• regulates:

• individual protection measures such as the mandatory and 
correct use of face masks;

• the on-site workforce limit, which decreases from 75% to 
50%;

• the defence and sanitary control of borders;
• regular flights;
• trade in goods and services, which must be carried out 

between 07:00 and 20:00;
• transport;
• the limit for public gatherings, which has been reduced 

from ten to five people; and 
• the validity of documents.

Angola
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Press Release No. OPC 5/57/6/ II (337): 
Lifting of International Air Travel 
Restrictions

Issued on 6 November 2020 
by the Office of The 
President. 

The Press Release provides that:
• air travel resumed on 9 November 2020 at Sir Seretse Khama 

International Airport in Gaborone, Kasane International Airport and 
Maun International Airport;

• ground crossing resumes on 1 December 2020 at the commercial 
border points of Kazungula Road, Kazungula Ferry, Ngoma, 
Ramokgwebana, Martins Drift, Ramatlabama, Tlokweng, Mamuno, 
Pioneer and Mahembo;

• international travel will resume on 1 December 2020 at Phillip G. 
Matante International Airport in Francistown; and 

• all arriving travellers will be expected to meet the specified COVID-
19-related preventative requirements. 

Applies to 
multiple sectors 

Emergency Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations (Cap. 22:04 (Sub. Leg.)): 
Directions for the Prevention of the 
Spread of COVID-19, Government Notice 
No. 513 of 2020

Published in the Botswana 
Government Gazette, 
Volume LVIII, No. 118 on 24 
November 2020.

The Government Notice:
• repeals Government Notice No. 511 of 2020;
• provides for the mandatory wearing of a face mask or homemade 

item in a public place;
• requires all persons entering and exiting Botswana to have a valid 72 

hour polymerase chain reaction (“PCR”) negative test. Non-citizen 
and non-resident travellers who do not meet this requirement may 
be asked to undertake a COVID-19 test at their own cost or else shall 
not be allowed entry into Botswana;

• provides that all travellers entering Botswana may at their own cost 
be required to undertake immediate COVID-19 testing and isolation 
or quarantine within the COVID zone of entry;

• provides that the Director of Health Services may require a person 
who wishes to undertake inter-zonal travel to take a COVID-19 test 
under specified conditions;

Botswana
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors 

Emergency Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations (Cap. 22:04 (Sub. Leg.)): 
Directions for the Prevention of the 
Spread of COVID-19, Government Notice 
No. 513 of 2020 … Continued

Published in the Botswana 
Government Gazette, 
Volume LVIII, No. 118 on 24 
November 2020.

• prohibits all informal public gatherings of more than two people; 
and

• sets out restrictions relating to:
• travel across COVID-19 zones;
• meetings, workshops and conferences;
• societies;
• faith-based organisation services;
• funerals and memorial services; and
• cultural and traditional occasions.

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Emergency Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations (Cap. 22:04 (Sub. Leg.)): 
Restrictions for Meetings of Societies, 
Government Notice No. 514 of 2020

Published in the Botswana 
Government Gazette, 
Volume LVIII, No. 118 on 24 
November 2020.

The Government Notice:
• repeals Government Notice No. 512 of 2020; and
• provides that the following societies may meet, provided that at any 

one time, the number of persons attending a meeting shall not 
exceed 50:

• any club, company, partnership or association registered by 
the Registrar of Societies;

• political parties; and
• central committees of political parties.

Botswana
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Law No. 102/IX/2020 of 29 October 2020 Effective from 5 November 
2020, and remains in force 
for the duration of the 
contingency or calamity 
situation declared by the 
government in accordance 
with the law.

The Law:
• repeals article 3(5) of Decree-Law No. 67/2020 of 1 September 

2020, which amends Decree-Law No. 47/2020 of 25 April 2020; and
• determines the mandatory use of face masks in all public spaces, 

including public roads. 

Labour / 
Employment

Law No. 103/IX/2020 (Amendment of the 
Simplified Regime of Suspension of 
Employment Contracts) of 29 October 
2020

Effective from 30 October 
2020.

The Law amends Law No. 97/IX/2020 of 23 July, which establishes 
exceptional and temporary measures to protect jobs during the COVID-
19 pandemic, through the simplified system of suspension of 
employment contracts. 

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Resolution No. 152/2020 (Extension of 
the Situation of Calamity on the Islands of 
Santiago and Fogo) of 14 November 2020

Effective from 15 November 
2020.

The Resolution extends the situation of calamity on the islands of 
Santiago and Fogo, as well as the contingency situation on the other 
islands of the archipelago, based on the evolution of the 
epidemiological situation and the provisions of Resolution No. 
147/2020 of 31 October 2020, which extends the situation of calamity 
in those islands. 

Health Resolution No. 156/2020 (Unified Criteria 
for Classification of the State of Covid-19 
Incidence) of 19 November 2020

Effective from 20 November 
2020.

The Resolution adopts the unified criteria for classifying the state of 
COVID-19 incidence in the country and on each island, as well as the 
official format for the dissemination of health statistics.

Health / Transport Joint Ordinance No. 61/2020 of 19 
November 2020

Effective from 20 November 
2020.

The Joint Ordinance creates the National Inter-ministerial Commission, 
which is tasked with monitoring the process of restoring air, maritime 
and commercial passenger traffic, to and from Cape Verde.

Cape Verde
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Prime Minister’s Statement: Disaster 
Management (COVID-19) Regulations

Issued on 21 November 
2020. 

The Statement provides that:
• the Disaster Management (COVID-19) Regulations have been 

revised and are fully operational with effect from 19 November 
2020;

• the National Emergency ended on 18 November 2020; and
• the restrictions set out in the Regulations include:

• mandatory wearing of a face mask in public;
• restrictions on the sale of alcohol, which may only be sold 

from 10:00 to 18:00 on weekdays and from 09:00 to 14:00 
on Saturdays;

• prohibition of all night gatherings;
• prohibition of large gatherings of more than 100 people in 

an open place;
• limitation of the duration of meetings to two hours and 30 

minutes; and
• requirement for all businesses to adhere to the Public 

Health Act and the COVID-19 regulations to protect their 
employees. 

Eswatini
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Declaration of COVID-19 Disaster-Induced 
State of Emergency (Extension) Notice, 
2020, Legal Notice No. 113 of 2020

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 90 of 29 
October 2020.

The Legal Notice extends the COVID-19 state of disaster-induced 
emergency for a period of six months with effect from 29 October 2020 
to 29 April 2021. 

Lesotho
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Press Communiqué: CBS Extends Private 
Sector Relief Schemes for a Further Six 
Months

Issued on 6 November 2020 
by the Central Bank of 
Seychelles (“CBS”). 

The Communiqué provides that:
• the CBS is extending the period for application for financial 

assistance under the Private Sector Relief Schemes for a further six 
months, taking into consideration the persistent impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on businesses;

• eligible businesses may apply for financial assistance under the 
Private Sector (“MSMEs”) Relief Scheme and the Private Sector 
(Large Enterprises) Relief Scheme until 16 May 2021 and 20 June 
2021, respectively; and

• applicants who have been successfully assisted with financing under 
the Small Business Support Fund will not be eligible to apply for 
assistance under the Private Sector Relief Schemes.

Seychelles
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Tax Value Added Tax (Zero Rating) 
(Amendment) Order, 2020, Statutory 
Instrument No. 89 of 2020

Effective from 1 October 
2020 to 30 September 2021.

Published on 30 October 
2020.

The Order amends the Value Added Tax (Zero Rating) Order, 2014, 
Statutory Instrument No. 69 of 2014.

Please refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight for further detail. 

Zambia 

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector measure effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Public Health (COVID-19 Prevention, 
Containment and Treatment) (National 
Lockdown) (No. 2) (Amendment) Order, 
2020 (No. 6), Statutory Instrument No. 
282 of 2020

Published in the Supplement 
to the Zimbabwean 
Government Gazette 
Extraordinary on 30 
November 2020.

The Order amends the Public Health (COVID-19 Prevention, 
Containment and Treatment) (National Lockdown) (No. 2) Order, 2020, 
Statutory Instrument No. 200 of 2020 to provide that:
• with effect from the 1 December 2020, all of the ports of entry or 

ports of exit between Zimbabwe and a neighbouring country or 
territory shall be opened, subject to the restrictions contained in 
this Order. Persons entering Zimbabwe who are not citizens or 
returning residents must, at the port of entry, exhibit a COVID-19-
free certificate issued not earlier than the previous 48 hours and not 
present with symptoms of COVID-19; and

• a curfew shall be in force beginning at 22:00 every day and ending at 
06:00 on the following day.

Zimbabwe

* This a non-exhaustive list of recent regulatory measures aimed at mitigating the impact of COVID-19. Please note that the COVID-19 measures may be subject to 
amendments made prior to publication of this Issue.



legislation
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Tax ENSafrica: Africa Tax in Brief Published on 17 November 
2020.

For more detail on the latest tax developments across Africa, please 
refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight. 

Multiple African jurisdictions

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Tax Executive Decree No. 243/20 of 6 October 
2020

Effective from 6 October 
2020.

The Executive Decree 
• approves the amendment of Law No. 13/04 of 24 December 2004, 

concerning tax returns of oil companies; and
• requires companies to complete the new fields introduced in the 

respective Schedules identifying the grade of crude oil exported and 
the Bill of Landing.

Public finance Law No. 37/20 (Public Finance 
Sustainability Act) of 30 October 2020

Effective from 30 October 
2020. 

The Law:
• approves the Public Finance Sustainability Law which establishes the 

principles, rules and instruments governing the implementation of 
the State Fiscal Policy, transparency and the management of public 
finances, with a view to fiscal and financial stability and 
sustainability; and

• regulates tax rules, as well as the temporary suspension of the limits 
of the Non-Petroleum Primary Fiscal Deficit, and the Fiscal 
Stabilization Fund, to be created, to ensure the sustainability of 
public finances.

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Law No. 38/20 (Law Approving the 
Angolan Penal Code) of 11 November 
2020

Effective from 9 February 
2021.

The Law:
• repeals: 

• Law No. 23/10 (Law on Crimes Against State Security);
• Law No. 3/14 (Law on the Criminalization of Money 

Laundering Offenses);
• Law No. 4/77 (Law on the Prevention of the Crime of 

Mercenarism); and 
• Decree No. 16/09/1886 (Penal Code); and

• approves the Angolan Penal Code.

Angola
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors 

Law No. 39/20 (Law Approving the 
Angolan Criminal Procedure Code) of 11 
November 2020

Effective from 9 February 
2021.

The Law:
• repeals:

• Law No. 25/15 (Law of Precautionary Measures in Criminal 
Procedure);

• Law No. 2/14 (Law Regulating Magazines, Searches and 
Seizures);

• Law No. 23/12 (Amendment to the Criminal Procedure 
Code);

• Law No. 20/88 (Law on the Adjustment of Procedural, 
Criminal and Civil Laws);

• Law No. 11/82 (Law of Popular Participation in the 
Administration of Justice);

• Decree 231/79;
• Law No. 11/77 (Law of Intervention of Popular Advisers in 

Courts);
• Decree No. 3/76;
• Law No. 11/75 (Law of the Discipline of the Productive 

Process);
• Decree-Law 185/72 (Amendment to the Criminal 

Procedure Code);
• Decree No. 21/71; and
• Decree-Law No. 35007 [1]; and

• approves the Angolan Criminal Procedure Code.

Angola
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Labour / 
Employment

Presidential Decree No. 297/20 
(Regulation for the Management of 
Technical Reserves and Assets of the 
National Institute of Social Security) of 19 
November 2020

Effective from 19 November 
2020.

The Presidential Decree approves the Regulation for the Management 
of Technical Reserves and Assets of the National Institute of Social 
Security (“INSS”), which: 
• aims at financial sustainability of the INSS in order to ensure the 

payment of social benefits in the medium and long term; and 
• regulates the principles of financial management, investment and 

mobilisation.

Labour / 
Employment

Presidential Decree No. 299/20 (Legal 
Regime on Social Protection in Old Age) of 
23 November 2020

Effective from 23 November 
2020. 

The Presidential Decree:
• repeals Decree No. 40/08 (Social Protection in Old Age) of 2 July 

2008; and
• approves the Legal Regime on Social Protection in Old Age, under 

the Compulsory Social Protection System, which regulates:
• social protection in old age by granting a retirement 

pension and old-age allowance, to which all workers who 
are under the conditions laid down in the Basic Social 
Protection Act, are entitled; and

• the conditions for the right to retirement and allowance. 

Angola
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Education Presidential Decree No. 300/20 
(Regulation of Professional Internships for 
Citizens Trained in the Education and 
Teaching and Vocational Training System) 
of 23 November 2020

Effective from 23 November 
2020.

The Presidential Decree:
• repeals Decree No. 75/08 of 10 September 2008, which established 

the allocation of the apprenticeship and vocational traineeship 
allowance; and

• approves the Regulation of Professional Internships for Citizens 
Trained in the Education and Teaching and Vocational Training 
System, which: 

• applies to professional internships carried out in the 
national territory;

• establishes the rules, modalities and criteria that regulate 
professional internships; and

• regulates the recruitment and integration of staff in 
companies and the modalities for the granting and 
termination of traineeships.

Labour / 
Employment

Presidential Decree No. 301/20 (Social 
Security Mediation Activity) of 23 
November 2020

Effective from 23 November 
2020. 

The Presidential Decree defines and regulates the Social Security 
Mediation Activity, which consists primarily of raising awareness of the 
compulsory social protection system among taxpayers and their 
policyholders.

Angola
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Land / Property Deeds Registry (Amendment) Act (Date of 
Commencement) Order, 2020, Statutory 
Instrument No. 137 of 2020

Published in the Botswana 
Government Gazette, 
Volume LVIII, No. 117 on 20 
November 2020.

The Order provides that the Deeds Registry (Amendment) Act shall 
come into operation on 20 November 2020.

Botswana
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Tax Decree-Law No. 74/2020 of 12 October 
2020

Effective from 13 October 
2020.

The Decree-Law sets out the fees relating to the provision of binding 
information provided by the National Directorate of State Revenues 
and establishes the procedures for obtaining the information. 

Telecommunications Decree No. 12/2020 of 6 November 
2020

Effective from 7 November 
2020.

The Decree approves, for official publication, Regulation 
C/REG/21/12/17 on Roaming on Public Mobile Communications 
Networks in the Economic Community of West African States 
(“ECOWAS”), approved by ECOWAS Ministers of Information and 
Communications Technology (“ICT”) in Abuja, Nigeria, on 16 December 
2017, which:
• defines a harmonised legal and tariff framework for roaming on 

publicly open mobile communication networks in ECOWAS member 
states;

• applies to all operators and providers of mobile communication 
services established in one of the ECOWAS member states, as well 
as all mobile communication services originating and terminating in 
an ECOWAS member state; and

• does not apply to mobile communication services not accessible to 
the public and those provided by non-terrestrial networks.

Banking / Finance Decree-Law No. 82/2020 (Extension of 
the compliance period of restricted 
authorization banks with requirements 
of financial institutions) of 18 
November 2020

Effective from 19 November 
2020.

The Decree-Law extends the previously established deadline of 30 
December 2020 to 31 December 2021, to allow restricted authorisation 
banks constituted and authorised to operate in the Cape Verdean 
financial system to elect voluntarily to make the necessary changes to 
their statutes and internal organisation in order to comply with the 
requirements of Law No. 61/VIII/2014 of 23 April 2014, and Law No. 
62/VIII/2014 of 23 April 2014, applicable to generic authorisation 
banks.

Cape Verde
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Corporate / 
Commercial

Order No. 025/MCPMEI/MER of 30 
October 2020

Published on 30 October 
2020.

The Order:
• provides that a technical committee is required to rule on the 

renewal of branches of foreign companies; and 
• increases the fees and the number of documents required to 

complete the above process. 

Gabon
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Cyber security Cyber Security Act, 2020 Yet to come into force. 
Awaiting Presidential assent.

The Act:
• complements the existing laws on interception and ensures 

compliance with Articles 20 and 21 of the Budapest Convention in 
relation to the collection of real time traffic data and interception of 
content data, respectively;

• establishes the Cyber Security Authority (the “Authority”) as a body 
corporate to promote the security of computer systems in Ghana, 
establish and monitor compliance with codes of standards for cyber 
security, and certify cybersecurity products and services; and

• requires the owners of critical information systems or computer 
networks to register with the Authority and notify the Authority of 
any change in ownership within seven days.

Corporate / 
Commercial

Directive No. 2: Rotation of Auditors 
Pursuant to Section 139(11) of the 
Companies Act, 2019 (Act 992)

Published on 20 November 
2020.

The Directive provides that:
• companies in Ghana are required to rotate their auditors who have 

served for more than six years. This requirement does not apply to 
companies formed for special purposes such as banking and 
insurance and any other business which is subject to special 
legislation; and

• all affected companies are required to effect the changeover of 
auditors at their next scheduled Annual General Meeting, but not 
later than 1 August 2022.

Ghana
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Tax Value Added Tax (Amendment) 
Regulations, 2020, Legal Notice No. 188 of 
2020

Published in the Kenya 
Gazette Supplement No. 
171, Legislative Supplement 
No. 106 of 25 September 
2020.

The Regulations amend the Value Added Tax Regulations, 2017, Legal 
Notice No. 54 by deleting regulation 9, which required a registered 
person who makes a taxable supply to furnish the purchaser with a tax 
invoice. 

Tax Value Added Tax (Electronic Tax Invoices) 
Regulations, 2020, Legal Notice No. 189 of 
2020

Published in the Kenya 
Gazette Supplement No. 
171, Legislative Supplement 
No. 106 of 25 September 
2020.

The Regulations provide for the use of a register, being an electronic tax 
invoicing or receipting system that is maintained and used in 
accordance with these Regulations.

Please refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight for further detail.

Tax Value Added Tax (Digital Marketplace 
Supply) Regulations, 2020, Legal Notice 
No. 190 of 2020

Published in the Kenya 
Gazette Supplement No. 
171, Legislative Supplement 
No. 106 of 25 September 
2020.

The Regulations set out the scope of taxable supplies made through a 
digital marketplace, being a platform that enables the direct interaction 
between buyers and sellers of goods and services through electronic 
means.

Please refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight for further detail.

Kenya

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Corporate / 
Commercial

Rectification of Errors (No. 2) Notice, 
2020, Legal Notice No. 111 of 2020

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 89 of 23 
October 2020.

The Notice amends the Business Licensing and Registration Regulations, 
2020, Legal Notice No. 69 of 2020 in various parts by substituting and 
inserting certain words and numbers. 

Telecommunications Lesotho Communications Authority 
(Administrative) (Amendment) Rules, 
2020, Legal Notice No. 114 of 2020

Effective from 30 October 
2020.

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 91 of 30 
October 2020. 

The Rules:
• repeal the Lesotho Communications Authority (Administrative) 

(Amendment) Rules, 2019, Legal Notice No. 81 of 2019; and
• amend rule 3(2), relating to application for a licence, of the Lesotho 

Communications Authority (Administrative) (Amendment) Rules, 
2016, Legal Notice No. 77 of 2016 to read as follows: “3(2) An 
applicant shall submit an application that meets the requirements as 
envisaged in subrule (1) together with payment of application fees”.

Mining Precious Stones (Prevention of Illicit 
and Theft of Diamonds) Regulations, 
2020, Legal Notice No. 100 of 2020

Effective from 9 October 
2020.

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 86 of 9 
October 2020.

The Regulations:
• repeal the Precious Stones (Pardoning of Illegal Diamond Holders) 

Regulations, 2020, Legal Notice No. 72 of 2020;
• provide that a person who is in possession of a diamond without a 

valid diamond dealer’s licence shall not be prosecuted, but shall be 
dealt with in accordance with 26 of the Precious Stones Act, 1970 
from the coming into force of this Legal Notice until 31 January 
2021; and 

• require a person who wishes to declare a diamond to submit an 
application to the Commissioner of Mines in the form set out in the 
Schedule to the Regulations.

Lesotho 
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Business Licensing and Registration Act 
(Commencement) Notice, 2020, Legal 
Notice No. 120 of 2020

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 95 of 13 
November 2020.

The Notice provides that the commencement date of the Business 
Licensing and Registration Act, 2019 (Act No. 3 of 2019) is 17 November 
2020.

Please refer to the ENSafrica Africa regulatory ENSight for further detail 
on the Act. 

Agriculture Agricultural Marketing (Dipping Fees) 
(Amendment) Regulations, 2020, Legal 
Notice No. 122 of 2020

Effective from 20 November 
2020. 

Published in the Lesotho 
Government Gazette, 
Volume 65, No. 98 of 20 
November 2020.

The Regulations provide for the establishment of the Sheep Scab 
Control Trust, into which monies accruing from deductions made from 
the marketing of wool and mohair shall be deposited. The monies shall 
be used for the control of sheep scab diseases. 

Lesotho 

https://www.ensafrica.com/Uploads/NewsArticles/3525_Africa regulatory ENSight - Issue 10 of 2020.pdf
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Consumer Protection (Fixed Penalty 
Notice) Regulations 2020, Government 
Notice No. 240 of 2020

Effective from 1 November 
2020. 

The Government Notice:
• provides the Fixed Penalty Notice Form as set out in the First 

Schedule to the Government Notice; and
• sets out applicable fines in respect of the offences specified in the 

Second Schedule to the Government Notice.

Real estate Proclamation No. 10 of 2020 of certain 
sections of the Real Estate Agent 
Authority Act, 2020

Various dates apply. The Proclamation provides that the following provisions of the Real 
Estate Agent Authority Act, 2020 are now effective:
• Section 1: short title and interpretation;
• Sections 3 to 11: under Part II (Real Estate Agent Authority) and Part 

III (Administration and Management of Authority);
• Section 17: security to be furnished by real estate agent under Part 

IV (Real Estate Agents), sub-part A (Registration as Real Estate 
Agent);

• Section 20: fees chargeable by a real estate agent under Part IV 
(Real Estate Agents), sub-part B (Obligations and Duties of Real 
Estate Agents);

• Sections 33 to 37: under Part VII (Financial Provisions and Accounts); 
and

• Sections 38 to 41, 43, 45, 47: under Part VIII (Miscellaneous). 

Mauritius
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Environmental Decree No. 97/2020 (Regulation of 
Management and Planning of the Coastal 
Zone and Beaches) of 4 November 2020

Effective from 4 November 
2020.

The Decree:
• derogates from Decree No. 45/2006 (Regulation for the Prevention 

of Pollution and Protection of the Marine and Coastal Environment) 
of 30 November; and

• approves the Regulation on Management and Planning of the 
Coastal Zone and Beaches, which: 

• aims to define the principles and standards for the 
management, planning and sustainable and integrated 
development of the coastal zone and beaches; and

• focuses on sensitive ecosystems, such as beaches, dunes, 
native vegetation, mangroves, wetlands and herb mats.

Mozambique
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Telecommunications Communications Regulatory Authority 
of Namibia: Notice of intention to make 
a Determination of Dominant Position 
in the Telecommunications Sector, 
General Notice No. No. 441 of 2020

Published in the Namibia 
Government Gazette No. 
7368 of 20 October 2020.

The General Notice provides: 
• for the draft of the proposed Market Study on Determination of 

Dominant Position in the Telecommunications Sector;
• that members of the public further invited to make written 

submissions to the Communications Regulatory Authority (the 
“Authority”) no later than 30 days from the date of publication of 
this General Notice, in the manner set out for making written 
submissions; and

• that reply comments to written submissions may be submitted to 
the Authority: 

• no later than 15 days after the time for the making of 
written submissions has lapsed; or

• if the opportunity for the submission of reply comments is 
published in a subsequent Gazette, after the lapse of 14 
days from the date of such publication.

Telecommunications Communication Regulatory Authority of 
Namibia: Notice of intention to amend 
the Regulations Regarding Rule-Making 
Procedures: Communications Act, 2009, 
General Notice No. 457 of 2020

Published in the Namibia 
Government Gazette No. 
7376 of 3 November 2020.

The General Notice provides:
• for the Notice of Intention to amend the Regulations Regarding 

Rule-Making Procedures;
• that the purpose of the proposed amendment is to:

• ensure that the Regulations are in line with section 129 of 
the Communications Act, 2009; and

• set out a process for requests for reconsideration made in 
terms of the Regulations;

• that the Communications Regulatory Authority (the “Authority”) 
invites the public to submit comments in writing to the Authority 
within 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, in the 
manner set out for making written submissions.

Namibia
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Aviation Regulations relating to investigation of 
aircraft accidents and incidents: Civil 
Aviation Act, 2016, Government Notice 
No. 274 of 2020

Effective from 12 November 
2020. 

Published in the Namibia 
Government Gazette No. 
7383 of 12 November 2020.

The Government Notice:
• repeals Government Notice No. 82 of 27 March 2000 with effect 

from the date of publication of this Government Notice; and
• provides for the Regulations Relating to Investigation of Aircraft 

Accidents and Incidents, which apply in respect of accidents and 
incidents as contemplated in section 72 of the Civil Aviation Act, 
2016 and may apply to accidents or incidents occurring in or over 
Namibia under stipulated conditions.

Banking / Finance Bank of Namibia: Determination under 
the Banking Institutions Act, 1998 (Act No. 
2 of 1998) as amended: Disclosure of Bank 
Charges, Fees and Commissions (BID-13), 
General Notice No. 463 of 2020

Effective from 1 March 
2021.

Published in the Namibia 
Government Gazette No. 
7384 of 13 November 2020.

The General Notice sets out the Determination on the Disclosure of 
Bank Charges, Fees and Commissions (BID13), which:
• applies to all banking institutions authorised to conduct banking 

business in Namibia;
• outlines the principles to be applied by banking institutions in 

computing and disclosing bank charges; and 
• provides that the board of directors of a banking institution is 

responsible for establishing policies and procedures which are 
adequate to ensure that the provisions of this Determination are 
complied with.

Namibia
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Property Law No. 52/2020 of 29 September 2020 Published on 29 September 
2020.

The Law:
• modifies the National Property Registry system;
• defines the rules on the National Property Registry’s main and 

secondary documents, land demarcation, and the maintenance and 
updating of the National Property Registry; and

• sets out criminal and civil penalties. 

Republic of the Congo
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Judicial Ministerial Order No. 17/MOJ/AG/20 of 
30/10/2020 Determining Court Fees in 
Civil, Commercial, Labour Administrative 
and Criminal Matters

Effective from its publication 
in the Official Gazette of the 
Republic of Rwanda No. 34 
of 2 November 2020.

The Ministerial Order determines deposit court fees and other fees in 
civil, commercial, labour, administrative and criminal matters.

Rwanda
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Mining Mining (State Participation) Regulations, 
2020, Government Notice No. 939 of 
2020

Published on 30 October 
2020.

The Regulations:
• apply to non-dilutable free carried interest shares in the capital of a 

mining company or person holding mining licence or special mining 
licence;

• provide that the acquisition of shares shall be determined by the 
total value of tax expenditures enjoyed by a mining company or a 
person holding a mining licence or special mining licence through 
tax exemptions and reliefs; and

• provide that, for the purposes of acquisition of shares under these 
Regulations, the Mining Commission in consultation with the office 
of the Treasury Registrar and Tanzania Revenue Authority shall from 
time to time determine the types of minerals or level of investment 
made by a holder of a mining licence or special mining licence on 
which the government shall be entitled to acquire 16% non-
dilutable free carried interest shares or more. The following shall be 
taken into consideration in determining the level of investment:

• capital invested; 
• mining technology involved;
• profit; and
• total value of tax expenditures enjoyed by the mining 

company.

Tanzania
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Agriculture Sugar Act No. 13 of 2020 Effective from 28 August 
2020.

Published in the Uganda 
Gazette No. 50, Volume 
CXIII of 28 August 2020.

The Act provides for:
• the development, regulation and promotion of the sugar industry; 

and
• the establishment of the Uganda Sugar Board

Energy Biofuels Act No. 14 of 2020 Effective from 4 June 2018.

Published in the Uganda 
Gazette No. 50, Volume 
CXIII of 28 August 2020.

The Act:
• regulates: 

• the production, storage and transportation of biofuels and 
the blending of biofuels with petroleum products; and

• the licensing of the production, storage and transportation 
of biofuels and of the blending of biofuels in petroleum 
products; 

• provides for: 
• the functions of the Ministry responsible for energy with 

regard to the production, storage and transportation of 
biofuels and the blending of biofuels with petroleum 
products;

• the obligations of the persons granted licences to produce 
biofuels and to blend biofuels in petroleum products; and

• offences and penalties.

Telecommunications Uganda Communications (Fees
and Fines) (Amendment) (No.2) 
Regulations, 2020, Statutory 
Instrument No. 111 of 2020

Published in the Uganda 
Gazette No. 53, Volume 
CXIII of 18 September 2020.

The Regulations amend Schedule 1 of the Uganda Communications 
(Fees and Fines) Regulations, 2019, Statutory Instrument No. 94 of 
2019 by substituting item (h) with a new item “(h) 
Telecommunications”, providing for fees and fine for 
telecommunications services. 

Uganda
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Banking / Finance Banking and Financial Services 
(Amendment) Act No. 7 of 2020

Assented on 23 October 
2020.

The Act amends the Banking and Financial Services Act in relation, 
among others, to:
• licensing for banking businesses, financial businesses or financial 

services;
• implementation of supervision for the purposes of the prevention 

and combating of money laundering and financing of terrorism or 
proliferation or any other serious offence;

• the restructuring, transferring or closing, for instance, of a financial 
service provider by the Bank of Zambia; and

• decisions of a tribunal.

Food Food Reserve Act No. 6 of 2020 Assented on 26 October 
2020.

The Act: 
• repeals the Food Reserve Act No. 12 of 1995;
• provides for the continuation of the Food Reserve Agency (the 

“Agency”);
• re-defines the functions of the Agency; 
• re-constitutes the Board of the Agency by giving it the functions of 

promoting effective governance of the Food Reserve Agency, 
formulating policies and strategies and approving budget estimates 
and financial statements; and

• continues the existence of the National Strategic Food Reserve.

Zambia
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sector legislation effective date/status key points and impact

Finance Finance (Amendment of Section 15 
Finance Act, 2020) Regulations, 2020, 
Statutory Instrument No. 261A of 2020

Published in the Supplement 
to the Zimbabwean 
Government Gazette 
Extraordinary on 3 
November 2020.

The Regulations provide that, with effect from 1 August 2020, section 
15 (“Amendment of the Thirteenth Schedule to Cap. 23:06”) (a) of the 
Finance Act, 2020, is amended by the repeal of subparagraph (ii) and 
the substitution of a new subparagraph (ii). 

Banking Banking (Amendment) Regulations, 2020 
(No. 5), Statutory Instrument No. 265 of 
2020

Published in the Supplement 
to the Zimbabwean 
Government Gazette 
Extraordinary on 6 
November 2020.

The Regulations:
• repeal the following Banking (Amendment) Regulations:

• Statutory Instrument No. 173 of 2008, No. 3 of 2008;
• Statutory Instrument No. 177 of 2010, No. 3 of 2010; and 
• Statutory Instrument No. 137 of 2020, No. 4 of 2020; and

• amend the Banking Regulations, 2000, Statutory Instrument No. 205 
of 2000 by substituting previous provisions with new provisions 
relating, among others, to the required minimum equity capital of 
banking and other financial institutions, minimum core-risk-based 
capital ratio (Third Schedule of the Regulations) and minimum total 
risk-based capital ratio (Third Schedule of the Regulations). 

Exchange control Exchange Control (Exclusive Use of 
Zimbabwe Dollar for Domestic 
Transactions) (Amendment) Regulations, 
2020 (No. 4), Statutory Instrument No. 
280 of 2020

Published in the Supplement 
to the Zimbabwean 
Government Gazette 
Extraordinary on 27 
November 2020.

The Regulations amend the Exchange Control (Exclusive Use of 
Zimbabwe Dollar for Domestic Transactions) Regulations, 2019, 
Statutory Instrument No. 212 of 2019 by inserting a section, “Payment 
of pension contributions and benefits and payment of insurance 
premiums and settlement of insurance claims”, permitting the charge 
and tender of foreign currency in payment for the transactions listed in 
the Regulations, including international travel insurance, bank cash in 
transit, export credit insurance, and exporters’ insurance, including 
mining houses and tobacco merchants.

Zimbabwe



other instruments
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Tax ENSafrica: Africa Tax in Brief Published on 17 November 
2020.

For more detail on the latest tax developments across Africa, please 
refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight. 

Multiple African jurisdictions

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Banking / Finance Press Release: Central Bank of Kenya 
Establishes the New Kisii Centre

Issued on 21 October 2020 
by the Central Bank of 
Kenya (“CBK”).

The Press Release:
• announces the opening of the CBK Kisii Centre which will serve 

seven counties in the region (Kisii, Nyamira, Migori, Bomet, Homa 
Bay, and parts of Narok and Kericho); and

• provides that the Kisii Centre will offer a wide range of services, 
including currency services to the public and bank branches in the 
region, opportunities for investment in government securities 
(Treasury bills and bonds), and general banking services to County 
Governments. 

Kenya
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Tax Notice to Employers and Self-Employed 
Individuals CSG / NSF / Training Levy

Issued on 26 October 2020 
by the Mauritius Revenue 
Authority (“MRA”).

The Notice informs employers that, following the introduction of the 
Contribution Sociale Généralisée (“CSG”), the deadline for the 
submission of the Monthly Contribution Return for any subsequent 
month is the end of the following month. 

Please refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight for further detail. 

Banking / Finance Circular No. CL061120: Code on the 
Prevention of Money Laundering and 
Terrorist Financing

Issued on 6 November 2020 
by the Financial Services 
Commission (“FSC”). 

The Circular provides that the Code on the Prevention of Money 
Laundering and Terrorist Financing (“Code 2012”) issued by the FSC in 
March 2012 is repealed until the issuance of any additional enforceable 
anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism 
requirements. The repeal of the Code 2012 shall not affect:
• any obligations or liability incurred under the repealed Code 2012; 
• the previous operations of the repealed Code 2012 or anything duly 

done or suffered under the repealed Code 2012; 
• any regulatory action already taken as a result of non-compliance 

with the repealed Code 2012; or 
• any investigation carried out under the repealed Code 2012.

Mauritius

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Banking / Foreign 
exchange

Notice No. 7/GBM/2020 (Regulation on 
the Exchange Rate of the Foreign 
Exchange Market) of 21 October 2020

Effective from 21 October 
2020. 

Issued by the Bank of 
Mozambique.

The Notice:
• repeals Notice 4/GBM/2017 (Regulation on the Exchange Market 

Reference Exchange Rate) of 20 April 2017;
• applies to banks and exchange offices; and
• establishes the reference exchange rate of the foreign exchange 

market and the methodology for its calculation.

Mozambique
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Customs Notice to Clearing and Forwarding Agents: 
Reminder for Submission of Applications 
for Clearing and Forwarding Agents

Issued on 18 November 
2020 by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

The Notice provides that:
• the moratorium on the applications for clearing and forwarding 

agents has been lifted and clearing and forwarding agents may apply 
for registration for the January 2021 to December 2021 period; and

• all current licensed and operational agents will only remain active 
until December 2020 and new registration will be effective from 1 
January 2021.

Namibia
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Banking / Finance Supervision Circulars Issued on 31 October 2020 
by the Central Banks of 
Nigeria (“CBN”).

The CBN has issued the following lists, available on the CBN website, as 
at 31 October 2020:
• List of CBN Licenced Bureaux De Change (Circular No. 

FPR/DIR/GEN/CIR/07/065);
• List of Deposit Money Banks and Financial Holding Companies in 

Nigeria (Circular No. FPR/DIR/GEN/CIR/07/066);
• List of CBN Licensed Finance Companies (Circular No. 

FPR/DIR/GEN/CIR/07/069);
• List of CBN Licenced Microfinance Banks (Circular No. 

FPR/DIR/GEN/CIR/07/070); and
• List of Primary Mortgage Banks (Circular No.

FPR/DIR/GEN/CIR/07/068). 

Tax Public Notice: Recent Business Disruptions 
– Further Tax Palliatives

Issued on 4 November 2020 
by the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (“FIRS”). 

The Public Notice provides, in view of businesses having suffered loss as 
a result of the EndSARS Protests, coupled with the effects of COVID-19:
• an additional window of penalty and interest waiver for businesses 

that pay in full, the principal portion of their outstanding liabilities 
between now and 31 December 2020; and 

• that this is in addition to the following palliative measures earlier 
introduced:

• extension of monthly withholding tax and value-added tax 
filing to the end on November 2020; and 

• the option, for taxpayers who earn revenue in Naira and 
are facing challenges in sourcing for foreign exchange 
(“FOREX”) to offset their tax liabilities, to pay in Naira at 
the prevailing Investors and Exporters (“I&E”) FOREX 
window rate on the day of payment. 

Nigeria
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Finance / 
Agriculture

Circular No. 
DFD/ABP/GEN/PAADS/01/021: Guidelines 
for the Private Sector- Led Accelerated 
Agriculture Development Scheme 
(“P-AADS”)

Issued on 10 November 
2020 by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (“CBN”).

The Guidelines provide, among others, that:
• the broad objective of the P-AADS is to facilitate private sector 

agricultural production of staple foods and industrial raw materials, 
as well as to support food security, job creation and economic 
diversification;

• the maximum loan accessible under the P-AADS is NGN2-billion per 
obligor. The facility shall be repaid from the Economics of 
Production (“EOP”) for cultivating on the cleared farmland; 

• the interest rate under the intervention shall be 5% per annum (all-
inclusive) up to 28 February 2021;

• the participating banks shall remit repayments received to the CBN 
on a quarterly or annual basis depending on the commodity 
financed;

• failure to remit repayments received to the CBN within the 
stipulated period shall attract penalty interest at the Participating 
Financial Institutions (“PFIs”) maximum lending rate; and 

• the CBN reserves the right to impose the appropriate sanction in 
respect of any other breach of the Guidelines not specified in the 
relevant section of the Guidelines.

Nigeria
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sector instrument effective date/status key points and impact

Banking / Finance Circular No. TED/FEM/FPC/GEN/01/009: 
Re: Destination Payment for All Forms M, 
Letters of Credit and other Forms of 
Payment

Issued on 19 November 
2020 by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (“CBN”).

The Circular: 
• clarifies certain provisions of Circular No. 

TED/FEM/FPC/GEN/01/005 of 24 August 2020, including that:
• the provision of “Ultimate Supplier of products” shall be 

construed to mean the “direct party selling the goods to 
the importer irrespective of whether the party involved is 
the manufacturer or internationally recognised buying 
company/supplier/agent”;

• the name of the “Ultimate Supplier of Products should be 
the same as the beneficiary on the Form “M” invoice, Bill of 
Exchange, Letter of Credit instrument and any other 
relevant document to the transaction; and

• authorised dealers should ensure that payments are made 
only to the beneficiary whose name appears on the 
relevant documents; and 

• sets out the documents that must be made available for the CBN’s 
approval where it is unavoidable that an importer chooses to use a 
buying company (other than the primary manufacturer).

Nigeria
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Banking / Finance Guidelines for Submission of Cash 
Transaction Threshold Reports

Effective from 6 November 
2020.

Issued on 6 November 2020 
by the Financial Intelligence 
Unit (“FIU”).

The Guidelines:
• provide general guidance on the reporting obligation and 

procedures for submitting Cash Transaction Threshold Reports 
(“CTTRs”) to the FIU in line with section 5 of the Anti-Money 
Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act, 2020 
(“AML/CFT Act, 2020”);

• are issued with the objective of assisting Reporting Entities (“REs”) 
to comply with the cash transaction threshold reporting obligations 
in terms of the AML/CFT Act, 2020;

• explain reporting timelines, mandatory information to be included 
in the CTTRs, and the procedure for submitting reports electronically 
to the FIU; and

• provide that the first reporting of cash transactions will commence 
on 1 December 2020 and that the initial submission by REs should 
include all reportable transactions from the commencement of the 
AML/CFT Act, 2020, being 28 August 2020.

Seychelles
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Banking / Finance Guidelines for Submission of Wire 
Transfer Threshold Reports

Effective from 6 November 
2020.

Issued on 6 November 2020 
by the Financial Intelligence 
Unit (“FIU”).

The Guidelines:
• provide general guidance on the reporting obligation and 

procedures for submitting Wire Transfer Threshold Reports 
(“WTTRs”) to the FIU, in accordance with section 5 of the Anti-
Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act, 
2020 (“AML/CFT Act, 2020”);

• explain reporting timelines, mandatory information to be included 
in the WTTRs, and the procedure for submitting reports 
electronically to the FIU;

• are issued with the objective of assisting Financial Institution (“FIs”) 
executing wire transfers to comply with the wire transfer threshold 
reporting obligations in accordance with the AML/CFT Act, 2020; 
and

• provide that the first reporting of wire transfer transactions will 
commence on 1 December 2020 and that the initial submission by 
FIs should include all reportable transactions from the 
commencement of the AML/CFT Act, 2020, being 28 August 2020.

Seychelles
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Excise Public Notice: Invitation for Submission of 
Applications for Renewal of Excise 
Licences for All Manufacturers of 
Excisable Products

Issued on 30 October 2020 
by the Zambia Revenue 
Authority (“ZRA”).

The Public Notice provides that: 
• the ZRA invites applications for renewal of excise licences for 2021 

charge year;
• licences held for the 2020 charge year expire on 31 December 2020; 

and
• taxpayers with outstanding tax obligations will not have their 

licences renewed. 

Zambia
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sector bill effective date/status key points and impact

Tax ENSafrica: Africa Tax in Brief Published on 17 November 
2020.

For more detail on the latest tax developments across Africa, please 
refer to the ENSafrica Tax ENSight. 

Multiple African jurisdictions

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/3555/africa-tax-in-brief/
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sector bill effective date/status key points and impact

Applies to 
multiple sectors

Constitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill, 
2020

The Bill is dated 25 
November 2020.

The Bill seeks, inter alia, to amend Chapter Four of the Constitution on 
the Bill of Rights to provide a constitutional underpinning for privacy of 
personal data of citizens as an emerging area in human rights owing to 
technological advancement.

Kenya
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Tax / Finance Finance Bill, 2021 The President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria has 
submitted the Bill to the 
National Assembly. 

The Bill aims to:
• amend relevant tax and duty statutes in response to the tax policy 

reforms of the Federal Government;
• amend the law relating to public procurement and fiscal 

responsibility; and
• make further provisions in connection with the Federal Government 

financial management and public revenue. 

Nigeria


